Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
With resources shifting to Afghanistan, the US has a nation building model from Iraq that could be applicable using the same lines of operation of governance, rule of law, economics and security. It's critical that policy makers understand the military capabilities and limitations when assigning it as the lead for nation building. Internationally, nation building has been a part of military operations dating back to the mid-20 th century, albeit primarily as a post-conflict priority. United Nations records indicate it has undertaken more than 60 peacekeeping missions and negotiated over 170 settlements that have ended regional conflicts since 1948. Nation building as part of peace keeping operations began to shift toward pre-conflict efforts in the early 1990's as a tool to help stabilize fragile governments. As of the summer of 2007, the UN had various peacekeeping missions, with nation building focus, ongoing throughout Africa, Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the Americas. 1 In recent history the US military has spent as much time helping countries restore basic services to their people through nation building efforts after major combat operations as on the conflicts themselves.
Examples include both Europe and Japan after World War II, Korea, Panama, Haiti and, most recently, Iraq and Afghanistan.
In the post-Cold War era, peace building, "along with preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and peacekeeping…(were) identified as one of a series of instruments in the UN's toolkit to respond to conflicts…" 2 Despite the fact that the UN Charter stipulates that it will not interfere in matters of domestic jurisdiction, the international community began to view early intervention into a country's affairs as a legitimate course of action. The US, not only as a member of the UN Security Council so beholden to any UN resolutions, but also in a position to provide the unique nation building capability anywhere on the globe, was inextricably linked to these nation building developments by the UN. Nation building is viewed by the international community as necessary to set conditions for international development and prosperity. Shia, and home of over 2 ½ million people although the infrastructure to support only 500,000. Over half of the households had at least 13 residents.
The US military in Baghdad faced the challenge of integrating better security with both Sunni and Shia groups, improving basic needs of the population, stimulating the economy to reduce the 61 percent unemployment rate, while giving credit to the central government to enhance its legitimacy. Of absolute importance was improving the living conditions. "The first line (of operations) was rebuilding the city's infrastructure and restoring services…such as electricity, running water and a functioning sewer system." 14 The military commander in the area saw a clear correlation between the substandard living conditions and unemployment to the high level of insurgent activity and violence.
The military focused on restoring these essential services, public education on transparency of governance and the democratic process, and working to create longterm employment opportunities in order to create solutions to reduce the violence levels.
This is a tall order for any single US government institution. Task Like Iraq, the coalition cannot conduct lethal operations against terrorist networks in a near-failing state like Afghanistan without also, "protecting the population and using economic and political programs to build support for the government and resistance to insurgents and terrorists." 26 The end state will most certainly include a functioning democratic form of government. This may be more likely at the national level then the local level.
Afghanistan has been an independent state since the mid-1700's and, "a functioning Recognizing that the application of the whole-of-government approach requires a lead time to deploy and employ these interagency resources, the military will continue to conduct the initial nation building efforts. As the interagency capabilities increase, it can focus resources at the national level while the military continues its focus at the local level. These efforts can be applied across the spectrum of operations from major combat operations to stability operations, counterinsurgencies or homeland consequence management. The military is a crucial element of nation building efforts in support of national policy objectives and must be prepared for this mission.
